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One of the more pleasing features of Japanese
policy, for the historian, is its consistency. And the
"Continental Policy" of the Japanese militarists,
while changing governments at home may affect its
tempo, remains unchanged in its essential demand
that the next step after the occupation of Man-
churia should be the effective occupation of Mon-
golia. An extremely interesting document that has
been widely circulated in China since the summer of
1936, and is generally known as the "Matsumura
Report," discusses all these questions in some detail.
As with the famous Tanaka Memorial, the authen-
ticity of this Report cannot be proved; but it is so
close an approximation to the facts of Japanese policy
that it is almost certainly based on genuine sources.
The Report recommends the continuance of the
"Manchuria-Mongolia" policy by indirect means,
such as the utilisation of "independence" movements
among the Mongols, and the encouragement of
power politics among Chinese war-lords. A note-
worthy feature of the report is the attention paid to
the Chinese Red Armies in north Shensi, which are
dignified with the style of the "chief enemy of the
Empire." While every effort was made by the official
Chinese Press to minimise the importance of the new
Communist base in Shensi and Kansu and Ninghsia,
the Japanese were not deceived. Suppression of
the Communists became a fundamental condition
for the continuance of "friendly relations" between
the governments of China and Japan.
All the possibilities of this situation were foreseen
by the Red Armies when they made north Shensi
their goal. Over the rivers of Szechuan and across the
mountain passes of Sikang they fought their way